Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Portis Family 


HeritageQuest Online - Books Print Page 1 of 1 


482 CLARKE AND ITS SURROUNDINGS, 


some three miles south of Suggsville, lived Colonel 
Grorce Figuzr. 

Bronson Bartow, an early resident, gave the name 
to Barlow’s Bend. The Fisher.mentioned above, Colo- 
nel Fisher, was of a different family from those who 
are mentioned as first settling at Gainestown. He was 
an uncle of Colonel John Fisher, a member of Congress 
from North Carolina. His: daughter was married to 
James G. Lyon of St. Stephens. 

Apranam Presnene, was another early resident near 
Suggsville. The Presnell families are elsewhere men- 
tioned, there written Presnall. (See page 364.) _ 


PORTIS. 


Ika Porrts, son of John Portis, of Fishing Creek, 
Ransom’s Bridge, Roanoke River, in North Carolina, 
came to Clarke county in 1818, settled near Suggsville, 
and died September 8, 1825, being forty-seven years of 
age. T’he home in North Carolina was also known as 
the Portis’ Gold Mines. 

_ The European ancestor of the Portis family, George 
Portis, came from Wales, and settled at the Isle of 
Wight in Virginia, tradition says, in 1760, and was 
buried in the old Petersburg cemetery. 

Ira Portis had eight children born m North Carolina: 
Mary Ann, Joseph:P., Solomon W., Samnel G., David 
Y., Lavina, Maria H. and Jolin Wesley. 

The mother of these children died September 9, 
1818, and the next year, in 1819, their father married 
Miss Goodwin, who soon died, and in 1820 he was 
again married to Miss Mary Marsh. Three children 
were afterward added to the family: Edmund M., Ben- 
jamin P. and Darius M. Of the five sons and three 
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daughters who came as-children into Alabaina Territory 
iu 1818, the year after its organization. three are now 
living. 

Joseri DP, Portie was jndge of the county court. In 
1846 he removed to Texas, was appointed commissioner 
of the land office fur the state of Texas, aud died there 
about 1850. 

Davin Y. Porrts is now vt resident of San Antonio, 
Texas. . j 

Epucnp M. Porris married, for his second wife, 
Miss Margarct Creighton, a ‘sister of Rey. Hiram 
Creighton. Ile had one son, Tuowas Jerrerson Por 
mrs, who became a Jawyer, who married an accom- 
plished lady at Cahawha, and in 1853 was Principal ot 
the Cahawba Female Academy. Ile was talented, edu- _ 
cated, and a prominent citizen. After the civil war he 
spent some time in Chicago. 

_ The daughters of Edinund M. Portie were, Elizabeth, 
who became Mrs, Pope and went tu Mississippi; Sarah, 
who married Pinckney Pogue: and Martha, who be- 
caine Mrs. Shaw, the wife of a merchant in Dallas 
county. The home of this family was near Grove 
Hill. Mrs. Portis survived her hnsband for several 
years. She died in 1859 and was laid beside his dust 
in the Spinks Chapel cemetery. They were both con- 
sidered very excellent people. An allusion to their 
home will be found in the chapter on the colored people. 
That home spot is desolate now, although near the 
abodes of life and love. No white nor colored children 
sport beneath its shades at eventide ; but the old mul- 
berry tree that stood in the yard, considered to be the 
largest one in the county, still yields its fruit in carly 
spring-time to the passer-by. 
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Joun W. Porvts was but an infant in his mother’s 
arins, when he first breathed the air amid the pines in 
the new Alabama Territory, and very soon after reach- 

_ing the new home in Clarke that mother died. When 
he reached the period of youth, having lost his father 
by death when about seven years of age, he was sent 
into an old state for school advantages, and was edu 
cated at the University of Virginia. He studied. law 
at Claiborne in the office of Cooper and Parsons, and 
settled as a lawyer at Suggsville. He married Miss 
Rebecea Rivers, a daughter of Richard Rivers. They 
have three sons, Ernest, Rivers, and Ira; and four 
daughters, Emma, Ella, Mary, and Lucy. Miss Emma, 
the oldest daughter, is mentioned in other chapters. 
Colonel Portis represented the county in 1843 and 1844, 
He was a trustee of the University of Alabama from 
1844 to 1858. He was a member of the Democratic 
Presidential Conventions at Cincinnati, at Charleston. 
and at Baltimore. When war arose he enlisted as a 
private in 1861 and was elected lieutenant of a company 
in the Second Alabama infantry. In 1862 he became 
colonel of the Forty-Second Alabama, in which Thomas - 
J. Portis of Dallas county was adjutant. At the battle 
of Corinth he was wounded and returned home. He 
resumed the practice of law, he and James 8S. Dickin- 
son, of Grove Hill, having long been the two leading 
lawyers of the county. He is at present postmaster 
also, and engaged to some extent in merchandizing, the 
results of the war having with him, as with so many 
others, straitened the former easy financial affairs of 
life. He gives attention, more than many, to flowers 
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and fruits. In his garden may be secn some rare 
plants.* 

Colonel Portis is a member of the Methodist Episeo- 
pal Chureh, very intelligent and hospitable, a. kind 
neighbor, and valuable friend. He has an article of 
furniture that may well be called an Aetrioom. Itiaa 
rich stand,—on which the notes were written for some of 
these records,—brought from Sumter district, South 
Carolina, in 1809, by Benjamin O’Neal. B. O’Neal.and 
Samuel Mims settled east of the river near Montgomery 
Hill, in what is now Baldwin county. §. Sims settled 
there before 1797. Joseph P. Portis, who removed to 
Texas, married the daughter of B. O'Neal, and from 
her this article of forniture, with its Carolina and In- 
dian-war associations, came into the hands of its present —- 
owner. 

James Syrru, born in Georgia, one of the pioneer 
settlers, was one of the heroic three engaged in the 
“‘eanoe fight.” He is described as a very brave and 
daring man, of great personal powers, at that time 
twenty-five years of age, and weighing one hundred and 
sixty-five pounds. He contributed very materially to. 
the success of the canoe engagement. He finally re- 
inoved to East Mississippi where he died. 

Rosert Covetyry, now an aged citizen of Clarke, 


*“ Grove Hii, Ang. 28, 1878. 
Ma. Grant:-—I send you sonw specimens of flowers and fruit gathered from 
Col. Portis' garden and orchard in Suggsville. The banana tree is a rare curiosity 
and would well repay one for a visit to ace fc. The leaves measure about nine feet 
and are very beantiful with the clastera of flowers and Srait interspersed amid the 
“rich foliage. The date tree from which I gathered this specimen is a handsome 
“tree resembling the plum. The fruit is now ripe. The oleander ie a maguificent 
biooming tree, very fragrant and well repays the trouble of caltivation. 
; Yours, treby, EH. H. Woonagp. 
The apecimene were received and we return thanks for them. Theee plants 
are rare in this latitude, and few of our people have ever seen any of them. * 
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State of lesissippi, ) In the Chancery court, | 
Jackson County. ) _ . Yo February Term, 1904, 


To the Chancery Court of said Jackson County: | 
| . Petitioner herein, Eliga— 
beth Page, rospectfully Hepneaonte and shows unto the dourt- that she 
is a resident of Vancleave in said county and State; that sometime | 
during thé year 1877 or I878- the exact date is not now remembered—_ 
petitioner was employed by Dr. TE. A. Fortis, then a practicing physic- 
tan and citizen of said County, but now deceased, as his cook ae house- 
Keeper; aE the said E. A. Portis was unmarried and so continued 
through life,and he had no relative or Other person living with him 
at his home in Vancleave, said County; that the aforesaid duties for 
which petitioner was employed did not occupy all her time and. wishing 
tobe generally useful to her said employer ant, relieve him as much . 
as possible in the preservation and successful panagement of his home 
Sad een petitioner, without neglecting her said household and. meshes 
duties, did field and garden work for her. sald employer and fed and 
cared for his horses and other live stock; she nursed her said employ- 
er in sickness and administered to his comfort in health,- in fact 
petitioner did all in her power to preserve from waste the property 
of her said employer and to provide for his comfort and the enjoyment 
of his home jeand that all of the aforesaid extra services of petition— 
er were by’ the said Dr. E. A. Fortis duly appreciated and as tokens 
of his said appreciation he occasionally made a gift of something use- 
ful to petitioner. — . 7 . | 
That the aforesaid employment and services continued 
without interruption from date of the peginning thereof as hereinabove 
ak stated to the 20th day of June, I903, at which last named date the 
said Dr. HE. A. Portis died. . : | _ 
‘Petitioner further shows unto the Court that the afore~ 
said BE. A. Portis was a good and just man, but of a cautious, reticent 
and suspicious nature or disposition; that he was estranged from his 
relatives and haa no friends among his nelghbors in whom he fully « 


confided; that he had an ungovernable appetite or irresistable weak— 
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ness for intoxicating liquors and quite frequently throughout. the time 
of petitioner's sald service covering a period of more than twenty 
five years the said EH. A. Portis would become intonioeese. and that 
one of the effects of such intoxication was to convert him from an 
elegant, cultured and considerate gentleman while sober into a coarse, 
profane, pane LASS, cruel and intolerable man while drunk - so much 
‘ee that his nelghbors: avoided hitn whenever it was known that he was 
drinking and no one, other than petitioner, could or would take care 
of and nurse him while in his drunken condition; that petitioner did 
not desert or neglect her said employer on the oocasions last above 
referred to but,.on the contrary, gave him her undivided xB time and 
attention until she would nurse him back to sobriety and health, al- 
though such was.always an exceedingly unpleasant experience +o petition— 
er and often a severe test of her physical endurance as well as her 

patience; that petitioner's wewaved Sox said nursing and: for submitting 
to the harsh, unreasonable and sometimes brutal treatment of the said. 
ER. A, Portis. while intoxicated was his appreciation and gratitude there- 
for when restored to sobriety and such reward was ample, for petition— 
er held her said employer in high esteem. . . 

| Petitioner further shows unto the Court that the said 
zt. A, Portis: well knew and appreciated the value of petitioner's said 
services in his behalf and he frequently remarked to her and also to 
some of his neighbors that whatever he might have accumulated in prop- 
erty was due as much to the thrift and. management of petitioner as to. 
his own efforts and that she should be justly dealt with in the matter 
‘and have as her own all of his property; that the said Rm. A. Portis 
also knew that petitioner was at all times eager to please and comfort 
him and advance his every interest and that her disuretion and: fideli- 
ty justified the friendly interest, regard and confidenee which he 
manifested and reposed in petitioner and-which he retained until his 
death. 

Petitioner further stows unto the Court that the said 
Dr. E. Ad Portis, during his last illmess- the same illnésas of which 
he died on June 20th, 1903, and about one week pefore his death; 
called petitioner to him and directed that the persons who were assist— 


ing in nursing him be requested to leave the house and premises that 
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they might not know of what he was then about to aay and do; that there- 
“ ywpon he arose from his bed, unlocked the wardrobe. in his room and tock 
therefrom four Louisiana State Bonds, or Louisiana New CGonsols, each | 
of the face value of one thousand dollars and bearing date of dasuance 
July Ist, 1892, and being numbered 5126, 7600, 760I and 7602 respest- 
. : velun Fare : 
ively; that the said Dr. E. A. Portis then and there, made a gift of. 
said bonds to petitioner and parted with his ownership, possession and 
contro Bes pame and a eee the pptsed possession 1 and, ie 
control of petitioner as her own peopenty: ,tat at the ‘tia of making 
said gift to petitioner the said Dr. HE. A. Portia was of sound and 
disposing nina and fully understood, and Knew the meaning and effect 
of his said act of gift and then and there stated that such was the 
execution of a desire and purpose long entertained by him and that it 
was just, reasonable and proper that petitioner and no ens-AlnS should 
have said ponds; thet at the time of making the aforesaid gift the 
said Dr. BE. A. Portis reminded petitioner of her illiteracy, inexper- 
dence and ignorance of business methods and matters and eonsequently 
he feared that she would in some manner, be wrongfully deprived ofthe 
property then given and as the best means of protection to petitioner 
* BHa Hor said property the said Dr. H. A. Portin advised petitioner to 
conceal her said ponds and to also conceal her ownership thereof from 
any and all persons except FP. H. Lewis, the Clerk of this Court. and 
now Administrator of the estate of said decedent; that the sald F. He 
Lewis was nis friend and an upright, honest man, thoroughly capable 
of spepeMiy advil eink her in the matter of cpllecting the accruing in- 
terest on said bonds or of converting seme into money or other form 
of property should aneke dagine and that petitioner should be govern- 
‘ed by the counsel and advice of the said Pe Lewis in said matters; 
and suid Dr. BE. A. Portis also then and there told petitioner that she 
would not be entitled to any interest on her said bonds until January 
1904; that on the 4th day of August, A. D. 1903, F. H. Lewis was ap- 
'» pointed Administrator of the estate of Dr. E. A. Portis, deceased, and 
duly qualified as such. | | 
Phat on or about the 7th day of September, 1903, the 
© gata F. H. lewis, Administrator, together with the appraisers of the ° 


“> estate of said EB. A. Portis, deceased, visited the late homestead of 
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said decedent for the purpose of listing and appraising the personal 

_ property of said eatate; that the said-F. H. Lewis, while the said 
appraisers were performing their said duty, overhauled the papers of 
said decedent and then inquired of petitioner the whereabouts of the 
aforesaid bonds: that, thereupon, petitioner remembering the suggest— 
ion of said decedent that she counsel with: and rely upon the said Mr. 
Lewis alone concerning said bonds told nim that said bonds had been 
given to her by said decedent; that they were then in her possession 
and that she would not surrender them to anyone; that before telling 
the sald F. H. Lewis the foregoing facts relative to paid ponds, per 

- titdioner pledged him to secrecy touching the matters and things she. 
‘was then about to relate; that he promised to keen secret what he was 
then about to learn from petitioner without knowing whet potitioner 
would say and do and thereupon petitioner related to the said F. 
‘Lewis’ just. what. ocourred between said decedent and petitioner:in refer- 
ence to said bonds, and handed him said bonds for examination; that 
the sald Mr. Lewis théreupon remarked to petitioner that owing to hia 
position as Administrator of said estate he could not withhold from 
‘the court, or proper parties , the fact that petitioner held and claimed 
aaid bonds and he then demanded same of petitioner which was refused; 
that when the said Mr. Lewis left said promises it was with the under-. 
standing that petitioner would at some future day convenient to him 
write visit the office of said Fr. H. Lewis, Clerk, for the transaction 
of some other business and also for further discussion and advice 
touching said bonds, and that in repponse to a letter from said Clerk 
of date, September I0th, 1903, petitioner visited his said office at 
the time therein suggested and after the other matters of petitioner 
had meaeivad the ppoper ieentians the said F. H. Lewis advised petit-— 
ree that At would poreeanes and best for her to place said bonds in 
his hands where same would remain intact until the title of petition- 
er thereto could be determined by this Honorable Court, that atherwise 
ne would proceed in a legal way to get possession of said ponds ,as he 
felt that such was his duty~ the performance of which he was fully 
determined upon; that ner tlonan: having full confidense in the fore- 


said F.-H. Lewis and relying upon the wisdom and correctness of his 
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aforesaid counsel and statements but at the same time denying that 
 gaid bonds were the property of the estate of said E. A. Portis, de- 
geased, and declaring and insisting that she, wotattonse herein, was 
the true and lawful owner of said bonds and without surrendering or 
din any manner whatever relinquishing her ownership of and title ta 
said bonds sepa tea same with the aforesaid F. H. Lewls, as trustee 
. and custodian of said bonds until this Honerable dotint will hace de- 
cided the contest between said Administrator and petitioner therefor 
under the proceedings hereby instituted. | 

The premises considered the prayer.of petitioner ls 
that the aforesaid P. i, Lewis, Administrator of the ontate of I. A. 
- Portis, deceased, by proper process of this Court, be required to make 
full, direct and complete answer to this petition on or before the 
9th day, the second Monday, of November, 1903, and that upon the final 
nearing of this cause the court will order, adjudge and decree that . 
the aforesaid bonds are the true and lawful property of petitioner; 
that she, petitioner, ia entitled to the immediate possession and con~ 
trol of same and that the said F. H. Lewis deliver said bonds to pe- 
titioner unconditionally and without delay and for sik other, further 
and general relief in the premises as to the Court may seem meet and — 


proper and to which petitioner may be lewfully entitled. 


State of Mississippi, ) 

Jackson County. Before me, Johnson Ware, the undersigned 
Justice of the peatie of said County this day personally appearéd the - 
above named Blizabeth Page, who, being by me duly sworn, deposes and 
says that the allegations and statements made and. contained in her 
foregoing petition as of her own knowledge are true as thetedn set 
forth and stated, and that those set forth and stated as upon infor- 


"mation and belief she believes to be true as set for es Stated. 


Sworn to and. subseribed before me) __.( 44 Galibed 
A ge SS Mee Ls 


Onan ks 
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atate of yississippl, In the chancery court, 


Jackson Cvuniy, 'o whe February term, 1904, 


ee el 


Blizabeth Page 
Vv, Answer, 


FP, WH, Lewis, Administrator, 


ee ee 


comes the sald P,4.Lewls, Administrator of 

the Estate of B,A,Poctis deceased, Be nbad & White the solicit- 
oes For the sald Administrator, and by podds & griffith for yiss 
Mary Portls, one of the parties ln interest in the said Estavs, 
ond makes answer to the petition hereinbefore filed by Rlizabesh 
Page, and making answer thereto would respectfully show unto the 
court as follows: 

that it 18 admitted that someulme during the ea 1877-73 the 
the said petitioner Rlizabeth page, was employed by sue eee wae 
B.A.,Porols, than a practicing physician and cltvlzen of sald Qoun- 
ty but now deceased, as his cook and housekesper;, that at time 
the sald B,A,PoOrtis Was unmarried, betns a widower,and so contin- 
ued uniil his death, and respondent admits the other and fundies 
matters and things alleged in sald petition as set Out and con- 
tained in the first and second paragraphs of the sald petition, 

Respondent further admlis, answering the third paragraph of 

the said petition, that the said ice pone Was a good and just 
man, and admits that he was of a somewhat cautious, reticent and 
susplcious naburs or disposition, but denies that he was exces- 
sively so, and respondent denies that the sald B,A.POrtls was @s-. 
tranged from hls relatives, but avers that, though he may have 
been estranged from some of his relatives, that there were other s 


of his said relatives whom he held in the warmest esteem and for 
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whom hé entertained the most coneiane affection, and DBs poudent 
neither admius nu denies that he had no friends among his neigh- 
bors in whom he fully confided, and of this surict proof is ae- 
manded, 

Respondent admits the allesation of the pevl tition with regard 
to the weakness and misfortunes OF the sald F.A,POrtis as to his 


appetite for intoxicating liquors and the frequency of the intoxs 


_cation of the sald £,A.POrt1is and the effects of such lntoxicgar.a 


tion, fully, as therein stated; and pasoondant avers, in, addicion 
to the allegations of tha sald petition, thas the said Scacpoet ue 
was a man of a high order of intelligence, learned in all the ar- 
fairs of life, and who possessed a character inchs, eee for 
his apes of intoxication, was of the nipheee and that entitled 
him to the highest esteem of realtives and friands, That ies Was 
descended from a family of culture, Perineniene oe high position 
in the state of alabama, his father having been a colonel in the 
confederate army, and the said nica SPORELR himself having served 
thorughout the Civil war in the confederate army ROM Ga 
Sth, 1861, the nevis of nis eaLictnents until the surrender, That 
throughout all his years he especially preservad the Kanone of 
his mother in the highest reverence, and his affection for his 
father was remarkable: among all his relatives ana: Peas whe 
knew his sentiments, and that the gald fa cnokide wae a sabi ati 
all the while, until ihe day of his death, preserved and Bees 
tained the highest sentiments of honor and inpin Bae of a trug 
gentleman; all of these when not under the influence of liquor 
and debauched by drink, 


Respondent admits that, the said E.A,Portis well knew and ap- 
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preciated the valus of any service rendered to him by any Seruia 
and admlts that the sald aeawpone ae in the Bas necietaen of the 
secvicees of the sala plaintiff to nia made gifts of money, prop- 
erty and hinge Seed petitioner in that behalf, and responds 
ent avers,in addition to the admissions made by petitioner afore- 
sald, that the sald B,a,Pportis duly and well made payments to tha 
to the said Nae usaee for all her said services to him, but re- 
spondent denies that the appreciation and pratitudé..entertained 
by the said E.A.Portis towards the sald petitioner was other than 
any man of the character and refinement of the sald B,A.Portis 
would entertain to a falthful servant; and respondent denies that 
the sald #,A,Portis ever intended,or slaved tO any, persan, or 
persons, that the sald Sorenene: should at his death own all of 
his property, or any part thereof;denies that he remarked to ee 
titioner or to other persons that such was his int anton, and ae 
sondent repeats that the sald AstGaionte had been sreeaey from 
time,repaia by the sald ee for all her services to him 
and respondent denies that it was ever the Invention of the gan 
B.A.Portis to make to tine sald petivioner a gift of any substan- 
tial portion of the peoneriy he might leave at the time of his 
death, or. phat. he. shoyld js at any time before his death SAV Sm or 
donated anto sald petitioner any Pieueancial portion of his Rees 
erty, and, therefore, respondent denies all the allovatilons of 
the fourth paragraph in the sald pesition contained, 

Answering the fifth paragraph of the said petition, respondent 
neither admits nor denies that the sald B,a.Portis ain tne his 
last illngss, and about one woek before his death, called pai- 


tioner +O him and directed that the persons who were assisting in 
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nursing him be requestad to leave the house and premises that 
they might not know of what he was about then to say and do; and 
on this respondent demands strict proof; but rcaspondent denias 


that then and there, or at any other time, the sald BR,A,portis 


aroge from his bed, unlocked the wardrobe in his room and took 


therefrom four Lowisiana estate bonds, and descelbed in said peti- 
tion, and respondent denles that the sald B,j,Pportis then baal 

there Poluntarily made gift of said bonds to sald pétitloner,and 
parted with his ownership, possession and control over dain and 
respondent denies that the sald R,A.portis ever placsd said bonds 
in the hands of the petitioner ag her own pcopea: and denies 

that said bonds ever became the lawful property of said petition- 


er, and denies that they are now her property, Respondent denies 


E.A.POftis was of sound and dlsposing mind and fully understood 


and- knew the meaning and effect thereof, or when he was of un- 
sound mind; and all the allegations in sald paragraph contalned 
concerning the sald alleved gift arg each and ail specifically 
denied; and respondent roe that euch an act of glft wee then 
and there stated to be according to a assire and purposes Loita Ons 
tertailnsd, and weewbaneny <asaees that such a desire and purpose h 
had ever been entertained by the sald B,a.Portilea,; adie paepongann 
denies that it would have been reasonable, proper and juet that 
sald petitioner should have said bonds; but neupinacns affirms 
that the intention and desira of the said E.A,Pportis long enters 
tained by him had been to the contrary that said opepoanedt gous 
recelve them, and that the character of the sand EA.POrtls was 


such as to have made 1t impossible that he should ever have 
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ion 


entertained such a d@esira and purpose, Respondent deniss that 


the sald #,A,Postls then and there reminded polit 1onee of her Wan 


‘ inexperience and ignprance of business matters; danies that he 


expressed fear that she would in some manner be deprived of the 
property alleged to have been given her then and there; denies 
that Df,E.A.POctis advised her to conceal gaid bonds, and Aeneas 
all the allegations in the said paragraph contalned referring to 
any conversation as therein allesed concernins said bonds, and 
denies all the allegations of the sald petltion in the eaid par- 
agraph contalned, except the last sonutence, to-wit: "on the 14th 
day of ausust 1993 F,y,Tewis was appoinzsed administrator of the 
Estate of Dr. B.A.Portis, and duly quallfled as such", which is 
not only admitted but averred to be true, and respondent avers 
that all the matters and things contained 1n the said paragraph 
concerning the gift of the said bonds and concerning convorsa- 
t1lons and. cations and injunctions of secrecy from the said pr. 
i SORA mane untrue in fact, and are so stated and allaegdd to 
cover up, and reconcile, the many diverse and untrue: statements 
made by sald petitioner to dlfferant Parvies since the death of 
the said an eeportae See tasiie said bonds, and respondent avers 
that the said petitioner has made many inconsistent, untrue and 
conflicting statements concerning sald bonds to divers persona 
since the 20th of gune 4,D,4908. anda sven before, 

Answering the sixth paragcaph, respondent avers that on or 
about the 7th day of september 19046, he, with the appraisarsof 


the sald Ratats of Dr. B.A,Portis, visited the lave home of the 


sald neceased for the purposes of listing and appraising the prop- 


erty of the said Estate; that respondent overlooked the papers of 
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the sald decedent, and was in fact princiaply looking for the 
sald bonds, and that, in fact, hie Gawd naminueeen ein was taken. 
out for the purpose of locating the possess10n of the sald bonds, 
the different parties who had access 40 the effects.and papars 
of the sald #,A.,Portis during the time of his sickness and at 
the time of his death having charged different other parties 
with having abstracted and carried away sald bonds, the sald pe- 
titioner herein having herself charged john W,Portis with having 
taken them away in his satchel, and respondent, horvesiNe vat 
che sald petitioner had abstra&ted said bonds, and being deter- 
mined to ra-take possession from her, located them in her posses- 
sion; whereupon, the said, petitloner rélaved to raspondent the 
gator of thei allemed sift to her about as sat forth in the pe- 
tition, and eespondent adnits that petitioner attempted to pledge 
respondent to secrecy concerning the sald matters and things, and 
in spite of the fact that petitioner clalmed that she had been 
insiracted by the sald R.A. Portis to adaree with respon@ent 
about said bonds, she refused to deliver sald bonds to weapond ane 
and 1t was necessary to have another mestlng with gald petitioner 
before possession of said bends was finally ecupen® and respond- 
ent avers that he holds sald bonds now in his possesion as Aadnin- 
lsticator of the sald Estate of Dr. H,A,Portis Deceased, and as 
parc of the personal property of the sald Estate, 

And now, having fully anewered, respondent prays ties he may. 


be hence dismissed with his reasonable costs in this behalf, 


3, Ford clk | 


A Gob. 
aie Respondent, 
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State of Mississlopi, 


Jackson county, 


nefore me, the undersigned authority in and 
for sald County and “tate, personally came and Pore Frank H. 
Lewis who on oath states that the matters and thingsas set forth 
and contained in the above and foregoing anewor of sald respond- 
ant, as of his own knowledge, are true as therein stated, and 
those stated upon information and bellef, he believes to be true, 


sworn to and subscribed befora me, this ) / day of 


A.D, 1903, 
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A h 702 North Madison 
Y Corinth, MS 38834 
February 14, 1985 


Ly 
Ms. Betty Rodgers, Corresponding Secretary 


Jackson County Genealogical Society err 

P. O. Box 984 cou 

Pascagoula, MS 39567 pPste oc’ ¢ wi 
fea) pol 

Dear Betty: po 


I received the Portis material in last night's mail and want to express my 
appreciation for the time and effort you spent in gathering this 
information. As I mentioned to Tommy Wixson I will furnish your Society 
with a copy of any material I am able to campile on Dr. Portis. He 
obviously was quiet a character. 


The young French boy named Bacot referred to in Messrs. Taylor and Vincent's 
material was, I fear, no relation to Mr. E. H. Bacot. According to my 
research the young man's name was Emile Bego/Bigot, a Creole-~Black youth 
which Dr. Portis brought back fram one of his frequent New Orleans trips. 
Some of the Vancleave area residents recall their parents indicating that 
Dr. Portis brought a "street kid" hame with him and raised him as a son. 
This "street kid's" name was Emile Bigot and his language is remembered as 
Negro-French. I understand sane of Emile Bigot's family still resides in 
the area. 


I have one further request I would like to ask. Attached is a letter I 

wrote to Lynn Presley, Chancery Court Clerk. I would appreciate your 

reading over it and oversee/expedite the search for this information. 

I look forward to hearing fram you. 
Sincerely, 

es ee 

ames C. Harris 


JCH: rb 


Attachment 
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Pascagoula Democrat Star — July 3, 1903 (pg.3) 
Obituary of Dr. Ernest A. Portis 


He appeared as a man of commanding presence and superior intelligence. His conversation was brilliant 
and positive but without a trace of self-assumption. His attitude and polished bearings indicated a man 
of gentle breeding joined to a liberal education matured by extensive reading, which he seemed to have 
retained without what that was worth retaining. The outside world knew him little of him or his work 
but those among whom he lived among whom he lived and labored. This is an open and affectionate 
tribute not only to his successful career as a physician but also about a high personal honor and 
scrupulous integrity that has characterized his dealings with his fellow man. 
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702 North Madison 
Corinth, MS 38834 
February 11, 1985 


Lynn Presley 
Chancery Court Clerk 
Jackson County 

P. O. Box 998 
Pascagoula, MS 39567 


Dear Lynn: 


I recently talked with Leon Fields, Chancery Court Clerk of Alcorn County, 
who is a personal friend. He suggested perhaps you might be able to help me 
in a research project I presently find myself engaged. I am basing this 
request on the records maintained in Alcorn County, Mississippi and assume 
similar records would be house in your office. 


On or about February 28, 1882 a state law (Section 17) was enacted to 
regulate the practice of medicine in the State of Mississippi. This act, as 
I understand required the licensing of all physicians within each county by 
the Mississippi State Board of Health. Transcripts of these licenses were 
normally recorded in the county in which the doctor practiced medicine. 


If you have the licenses on file for Jackson County in your office, I would 
appreciate receiving a copy of the transcript of license for Dr. Earnest A. 
Portis. He was a resident of Vancleave, Mississippi in your county moving © 
there around 1880 and dying in June, 1903. 


These licenses contain quiet a bit of biographical information and I would 
appreciate receiving a copy if same can be located. 


I look forward to hearing fram you. Thank you for your assistance. 
Sincerely, 
VL 
es C. Harris 


JCH: rb 
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PORTAS 

» William Robert Portas, 
40, of Gautier, died suddenly 
dn Thursday, Nov. 9, 1995, in 
Gautier. i 

' Mr. Bill was a mechanical 
design engineer and director at 
Ingalls Shipbuilding in 
Pascagoula, and was also man- 
ager for J.J. McMullen for 10 
years. He was a World War II 
Navy veteran and loved the 
water and all things associated 
with it. 
‘ He is survived by his wife, 
Jessie “Tiny” Portas of Gautier; 
a daughter and son-in-law, Mr. 
and Mrs. Joseph Raymond 
(Joan Ellen) Donnaway Jr. of 
Bouble Oak, Texas; three sons 
and daughters-in-law, Mr. and 
Mrs. William Robert (Harriet 
Gautier) Portas Jr. and Mr. 
and Mrs. Arthur Pitard “Tee” 
(Constance Jean West) Portas 
Il, all of Gautier, and Mr. and 
Nrs. Sidoinc (Krebs “Skip” 
(Marie Lovi:.. Godlewski) Por- 


ASof Biloxi; and grandchildren 
Soseph Raymond Donnaway 
UJ, Jonathan Robert Donn- 
away, Jessica Ellen Donnaway, 
Page Gautier Portas, William 
Robert Portas IU, Katherine 
Victoria Portas and Susanna 
Nicole Portas. 

Visitation will be from 7-9 
p.m, today, Nov. 12, at 
O’Bryant-O" Keefe Funeral 
Home in Pascagoula. Posey. 
will be at 8 p.m. 

Funeral service will be at 10 
a.m. Monday, Nov. 13, at 9108 
Castelle Bluff Drive in Gautier, 
with Father Michael Kelleher 
officiating. Signs will be posted 
from Martin Bluff Road. 

- Interment will follow in 
Krebs Ceme' Cemetery in Pascagoula. : 

Arrangements are by 

O’Bryant-O’Keefe Funeral 
Home, Pascagoula. 
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